Your Name: __________________________________________

Grade earned for following all directions: ________

“Pursuit of Happyness”: Economics in Movies

Movies are filled with action, mystery, romance and—would you believe?--- economics.  Economics is often described as the science of decision making.  Use the basic principles of economics you have learned so far to analyze the decisions and events in this movie.   You will then write or type an essay for a test grade that analyzes the following:

Describe how the main character’s life might have been different if he were a trained economist? (meaning he was an expert at the study of how people deal with limited resources and unlimited wants).   Use the notes you take from the prompts below to support your opinion.

 _______________________________________________________________________
Directions: As you watch the movie, write down examples in the situations you see for the following economic principles.  Include all of these in your essay:
· Trade-offs

· Opportunity costs

· Scarcity

· How does the character or characters utilize cost-benefit analyses when making decisions?
· What incentives has the main character (Chris Gardner) been presented with?  How does he react to these incentives?

· What role did the governments’ goods or services play in the main character’s life?

__________________________________________________________________________

DUE MONDAY, November 15th:   If you miss Friday’s class, it is YOUR responsibility to rent the movie and complete it OR come to Smart Lunch on Monday and finish watching it and writing your essay. (A and B)
Staple together and turn into box by end of day on Monday (late work loses 10 points per day):

1. This viewing guide cover page

2. 1-2 page essay (typed if possible)

3. Notes you took during the movie

